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Logistics & Supply 



Pipeline Route 

Source: Donlin Gold, LLC 

313 mile, 14 inch diameter, 
buried steel pipeline from 
Beluga to power plant at 
minesite 



Mine Site Layout 
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Infrastructure 
 

Transportation  
Å Port facilities in Bethel 

Å New barge landing near 
Jungjuk 

Å 30-mile road 

Å 5000-foot airstrip 

Å 40 million gallon diesel 
storage at minesite 



Infrastructure 
 

~26 acres 

Simulation of Jungjuk Barge Landing 

Barge Transportation: 
Å 110-day season 

Å About three 
passings/day 

Å Four barges/tow 

Å 64 cargo barge tows/ 
season 

Å 58 fuel barge 
tows/season 

Å Cargo barges carry 550 
tons each 

Å Fuel barges carry 
173,000 gallons each 



Infrastructure 

Camp 
Å 2500-bed construction 

camp 

Å 600-bed permanent 
camp 



EIS Milestones 

We are here 

Å Input on issues, 
alternatives, 
information 

Å Comments 
incorporated in 
Draft EIS process 

 



 
 



Range of Issues 
Many comments:  

Å293 letters, e-mails, 
meeting remarks 

Å42 issue areas 

Å2558 specific comments  

Å431 Statements of 
Concern  

AIR QUALITY 

BONDING & REC. 

ADDITIONAL DATA 

HAZARDOUS MAT. 

PROPOSED PROJECT & 
ALTERNATIVES 

MITIGATION 

WATER QUALITY 

SOCIOECONOMICS 

SUBSISTENCE 



Barge Traffic 
ÅYearly: 122 round trips;         

40 million gallons fuel 

ÅBank erosion (including risks 
to cultural resources) 

ÅChanges in turbidity, water 
temperature, spawning 
grounds 

ÅDisturbance of fish (including 
stressed salmon runs) 

ÅDisplacement of commercial 
and subsistence fisheries 

 

~26 acres 

Simulation of Jungjuk Barge Landing 



Subsistence Traditions 

Concerns include: 

ÅSubsistence resources less 
available or contaminated 

ÅIncreased competition 

ÅRapid culture change 

 

Protecting traditions of the subsistence way of life: 
Need for clean air, clean water, undamaged habitat.  
 



Mercury 

Mercury occurs naturally in Central Kuskokwim rock. 
Issue from the historic Red Devil Mine.  

Concerns:  

ÅMercury released from rock during mining 

ÅMercury emissions in milling process 

ÅMercury in tailings 

ÅEffects on fish, animals, and human health 



Water 
Water Quality/Contaminants 

ÅRun off /Acid Rock Drainage 

ÅWater treatment 

ÅTailings / Tailings Dam 

Surface and underground flow (including Crooked Creek) 

Hazardous Materials Management  

Å fuel spills 

Åsafe chemical transport (cyanide, captured mercury) 

 



Fish  
Salmon and resident fish (like whitefish, pike, trout) are 
crucial to subsistence. 

 

 

ÅWetlands and aquatic habitat: 
air emissions, contaminant 
releases in water  

ÅContaminants, disturbance 

ÅPipeline or road blocking fish 
passage 

 
 



Wildlife and Birds 

ÅBirds exposed to tailings pond contaminants 

ÅDisturbance from pipeline construction, mining, road  
and barge traffic 

ÅContaminants in habitat or rivers may harm animals 

 

 

Å  Habitat loss and fragmentation 

ÅBird strikes at towers, 
transmission lines  

 



People and Communities 
ÅNew jobs, income (cash for subsistence equipment)  

ÅEducation and training for new opportunities 

ÅΨ.ƻƻƳ ŀƴŘ ōǳǎǘΩ ŎȅŎƭŜ 

ÅDisplacement of commercial fishing, guiding 

 Å   Adequate bonding to cover:  
    closure, reclamation,  
    on-going water treatment 
 



Health Impacts 

A large mine development could affect public health. 

ÅWorker safety 

ÅContaminants  

ÅBehavioral health risks 



Alternatives to Reduce Impacts 

ÅReroute gas pipeline away from lodges, Iditarod Trail 

ÅAlternative energy sources: reduce fuel barge need 

ÅBetter ore processing technology:                         
reduce mercury, cyanide risks 

ÅAlternative gold extraction technologies:               
reduce discharges  



Monitoring and Mitigation 

Monitor air and water quality, enforce permit conditions.   

Å  Address harmful impacts through revised mine operations. 

Mitigation measures to reduce impacts might include: 

ÅBest technology for emissions control at mill 

ÅStronger fuel spill prevention 

ÅSlower production over longer time, to reduce pace of     
social impacts  



Learn More 

Å2nd Newsletter in June 

ÅScoping Report in July 

ÅWebsite:   
DonlinGoldEIS.com 
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