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• the pipeline’s permanent primitive road paralleling, crossing and/or occupying the Iditarod National 
Historic Trail from Skwentna to Puntilla Lake,  

• the exchange of the historic and scenic Happy River Steps of the Iditarod National Historic Trail with 
a construction road, 

• 12 winter routes and Shoofly Road crossings, 4.2 miles collocated and 6.5 miles proximate to the INHT, 
• three gravel pits, two construction camps, six mobile sledge mounted crew camps, and 
• two 5,000 foot airstrips within the INHT corridor, 
WHEREAS, the recreational patterns and experience of INHT users will be impacted by sound and air 

pollution, ground disturbance, and traffic of heavy machinery during construction causing the overall feel and 
interpretation of the area to change as the land changes from undeveloped to industrial use, and 

WHEREAS, the Donlin Gold Project will result in permanent man-made features within the viewshed of 
the trail and within the INHT corridor, permanently changing the landform, introducing structures not currently 
present, and modifying vegetation patterns, all of which interfere with the historic, cultural and scenic values of 
this internationally recognized trail, and  

WHEREAS, the Donlin Gold Project substantially interferes and adversely changes the character and 
setting of segments that currently retain excellent integrity of feeling, setting, location and association, and have 
been evaluated in the INHT Comprehensive Management Plan as Class A Scenic Quality Rating Units (SQRUs).  
These Units include:  SL06, SL08, AR01, AR02, AR03, AR04, AR05, and AR06.  Descriptive narratives for these 
segments includes:   

• “views become expansive, with long vistas in all directions”, 
• “extremely remote trail section”, 
• “expansive and uninterrupted views occur in all directions due to lack of vegetation along the trail”, 
• “steep, jagged mountain peaks form narrow U-shaped valley”,  
• “definite enclosure along trail sections creates tight visual corridor, 
• “the valley opens and becomes broader, providing expansive views to the west”,  
• “significant transition area between two physiographic provinces”, and  
• “expansive Alaska Range falls behind, while Kuskokwim Lowlands approach ahead”, and 
WHEREAS, the Iditarod Historic Trail Alliance believes the Donlin Gold Project will have major direct and 

indirect impacts on the INHT and meets the impact criteria of High Intensity (Magnitude), Permanent in Duration, 
Extended in Extent, and Unique in the Context of the resource as defined in the DEIS Section 3.0.4.1 because of 
its status as a Congressionally designated National Historic Trail,    
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the analysis of the impacts to the Iditarod National Historic Trail are not 
adequately identified or conveyed in a complete and concise manner that allows for an understanding of the 
scope and scale of the cumulative adverse impacts to the Iditarod National Historic Trail during construction, 
operations, and reclamation phases in the DEIS, and the Iditarod Historic Trail Alliance urges the Corps of Engineers 
to: 

1. re-examine the DEIS and require an alternative that re-routes the pipeline to avoid impacts to the 
INHT and preserve its historical, cultural and scenic qualities,  

2. address the scope and scale of the adverse impacts and substantial interference to the nature and 
purpose of the Congressionally designated INHT under the authorities of the National Trails 
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From: Jeanine St. John
To: donlingoldeis, POA
Cc: Jeanine St. John
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Comments - Donlin DEIS
Date: Friday, May 27, 2016 10:17:45 AM
Attachments: Donlin - DEIS Comments.pdf

Please see attached.
Thank you,
 
 
Jeanine M. St. John
Vice President
6400 S. Airpark Place Suite 1
Anchorage, AK  99502
(907)249-0215
Mobile (907)250-4038
Email:  jjohn@lynden.com
 
Description: Lynden-Tagline
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Neil MacKinnon 

1114 Glacier Ave . 

Juneau, Alaska 99801 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

Alaska District 

CEPOA-RD-Gordon 

P.O. Box 6898 
JBER, AK 99506-0898 

April18 

12016 

Greetings, 

I am a fourth generation Alaskan that has hunted, fished, subsisted, worked and raised a family in 

Alaska. I fully support Donlin Golds' Alternative 2 proposal to develop a world class mine on Native 

Corporation lands in the Kuskokwim. The lands were selected by the Native people of the region so 

that their shareholders would benefit from the development and production of the mine. Precisely the 

purpose behind Congress' grant of entitlement of these lands to Calista and the Kuskokwim Corporation. 

Th~proposed mine will generate 3000 construction jobs for four years and then 600 to 1200 good 

paying year round jobs for the life of the mine. This will be a significant positive impact on the economy 

of the region and the state. Well-paying meaningful work will allow residents to remain In the Yukon 

Kuskokwim region and have the cash income to enable and enjoy a subsistence lifestyle. 

The improved transportation and infrastructure to support the mine will bring with it better services and 

lower cost energy, goods and services to all residents of the region. The projected barge traffic is not at 

all unreasonable in context with the other traffic (100 to 200 boats) on the river. The Kuskokwim River 
has historically been used for just such transportation and Donlin's proposal is not a significant increase 

over existing use or impacts. 

This area of Alaska has a long mining history. It needs to continue with the Donlin mine constructed and 

operated in a safe, environmentally conscious manner. With consideration to bettering the lives of the 

residents of the region and all of Alaska and the nation for that matter. Donlin's proposal appears to me 

to meet that th old and should be permitted as proposed. 

-
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From: Colleen Laraux
To: donlingoldeis, POA; kris_manke@ykhc.org; Colleen Laraux
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Donlin Gold DEIS Comment
Date: Tuesday, May 31, 2016 6:18:39 PM

Mr. Keith Gordon, Project Manager
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Alaska District
P.O. Box 6898
JBER, Alaska 99506-0898

Attn: CEPOA-RD-Gordon

Dear Mr. Gordon,

Thank you for allowing me this opportunity to comment on the Donlin Gold Project
Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). As a business owner In the Yukon-
Kuskokwim Region, the mine represents an opportunity for predictability, stability and
growth.

In my present position I am in charge of approximately fifty employees at any given
time. I moved to Bethel with a plan to change the way things have been done in the
past to something that gives to the community rather than just take.   By this I mean
the goal I set for myself and my core crew was to train the local work force so when
we were done here the Local Alaska Native work force would have the knowledge
and skill level to do all of the work in this region in house.

I have worked with Alaska Native people for over twenty years now and am also
married to a local Alaska Native.  It is my belief that one of the largest problems of the
region is the loss of self-worth.  As a people Alaska Natives are some of the most
proud people in the world, and this is one of the many qualities that has allowed them
to survive in this region for over a thousand years.  But it is also one of the reasons
for the self-destruction that is ever apparent in the region.  The Government hand-
outs that started as a decent program that was set up to help those in need has
progressed, like all Government Programs do, to a level where now the Local Alaska
Native people have begun to rely on these special needs programs.  Not only is this
level of spending not sustainable it is ruining a once proud people.  

If Donlin Gold is implemented in the correct manner, which I believe they have shown
in the past that it will be, this could be the vehicle that helps save not only the region
but could lay the ground work for the entire state.  Providing people with quality jobs
that pay well will not only renew the Local Alaska Natives faith in themselves as a
person it will also be one of the first steps in saving the economy of this region.  On
top of that the tax revenues generated will help make the State’s economy much
more stable and could very well be the path to a balanced budget.

I
What’s more, our area is one of the most expensive places to live because of the
exorbitant costs to heat our houses and fuel our cars and equipment. The Donlin
Gold Mine project will bring infrastructure to the area for possible fuel transportation
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that would save the residents precious dollars.

The other opportunities the project brings can make such a big difference to so many
people here and does not preclude, but enhances our subsistence way of life. With
good paying jobs, residents can purchase the tools and equipment necessary to hunt
and fish while sustaining a valuable part of our culture. I read a resolution from one of
the local tribal entities that I to this day cannot figure out what they were trying to say.
They said something along the lines that Donlin Gold would lead to more out
migration of the local employee’s.  I can guarantee that this would not be the case
from personal experience.  If you can pay locals a good living wage where they can
afford to live in their home village and still get to partake in all of the subsistence
activities they will not only stay there, others that have been driven away will return.

Donlin Gold has taken the necessary steps to seek the thoughts and concerns of the
people who live here and has been willing to make changes to the project based on
those concerns. In addition, the company plans to use state of the art technology and
is seeking hundreds of permits to ensure the protection of our subsistence way of life.

The project represents a win-win for our region and our people. We can reap the
benefits of good jobs, which will enhance our economy, grow our businesses and
enrich our lives. There is much at stake in your positive consideration of the Draft EIS
for our people. Your thoughtful examination is appreciated.

Sincerely,

Kris Manke
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